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CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


FIRST DEATH REPORTED 


Victim a Prince George’s man in his 60s; Mercy gets OK for $12.5M expansion 


By SCOTT DANCE, MCKENNA 
OXENDEN AND HALLIE MILLER 


tents and looking at ways to free up space to 
add beds. 

The state’s number of confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 infections rose 49% to 85 on 
Wednesday. That included five cases in 
Baltimore, where Mayor Bernard C. “Jack” 
Young declared a state of emergency and 
health commissioner Dr. Letitia Dzirasa 
said “it’s clear that there’s been community 
transmission” of the coronavirus. 

See DEATH, page 9 


“I ask all Marylanders to join me in 
praying for his family and loved ones during 
this difficult time,” Hogan said. “As we pray 
for his loved ones, I ask that we continue to 
pray for each other, for our state, and for our 
nation as we face this crisis together.” 

The man’s death came as confirmed 
coronavirus cases surged dramatically for a 
second straight day in Maryland — includ- 
ing several that suggested the pathogen is 
circulating in Baltimore — and hospitals 


prepared for a surge in patients, including 
Mercy Medical Center, which received 
emergency state approval for an immediate 
$12.5 million expansion. 

Mercy expects to build a 32-bed acute- 
care unit atop its downtown Baltimore 
hospital in about 21⁄2 months, helping to 
address a need for as many as 6,000 
additional hospital beds in what Hogan 
called a worst-case scenario. Other hospi- 
tals in the state have been readying triage 


A Prince George’s County man in his 60s 
became Maryland’s first resident to die of 
the novel coronavirus, Gov. Larry Hogan 
announced Wednesday night. 

The man died from the COVID~19 illness 
acquired through community transmission, 
officials said. He suffered from underlying 
health problems, they said. 
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Del. Chanel Branch and Del. Gabriel Acevero bump elbows Wednesday on the floor of the House of Delegates during the last day of an 
abbreviated General Assembly session. The session was shortened because of the coronavirus pandemic. 
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= Legislature 
calls an early 
exit to session 


By LUKE BROADWATER 
AND PAMELA Woop 


For the first time since the Civil War, 
Maryland lawmakers cut short their 
annual session Wednesday after passing 
sweeping reforms to education, a plan to 
rebuild the Pimlico Race Course and 
emergency legislation to address the 
spread of the coronavirus. 

The education reform bill would 
pump billions more into public schools, 
raising teacher pay, expanding pre- 
kindergarten and boosting vocational 
training programs. The race course 
legislation would authorize $375 million 
in bonds to renovate Maryland horse- 
racing tracks and keep the storied 
Preakness in Baltimore. And the legisla- 
ture expanded temporary unemploy- 
4 ment benefits to help those who lose 

m : ge, their jobs or can’t work because of the 
virus. 

The pandemic that has infected doz- 
ens of Marylanders prompted an intense 
rush to get things done after Senate 
President Bill Ferguson and House of 
Delegates Speaker Adrienne A. Jones 
announced Sunday that the session, 
which typically runs 90 days, would end 
almost three weeks early. 

At that point, lawmakers had passed 


See ASSEMBLY, page 10 
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Mosby to stop prosecuting 
certain crimes amid pandemic 


By Tim PRUDENTE 
AND PHILLIP JACKSON 


Baltimore State’s Attorney Marilyn 
Mosby ordered her staff Wednesday to 
dismiss pending criminal charges 
against anyone arrested for possessing 
drugs including heroin, attempted dis- 
tribution of any drug, prostitution, tres- 
passing, minor traffic offenses, open 
container and urinating in public. 

Mosby said she’s taking the action to 
reduce the threat of a coronavirus 
outbreak behind bars. These crimes pose 
no risk to public safety and the defend- 


ants would be released before trial in 
normal times, she wrote in a memo to 
prosecutors. 

“An outbreak in prison or jails could 
potentially be catastrophic,’ she wrote. 
“Now is not the time for a piecemeal 
approach where we go into court and 
argue one one by one for the release of 
at-risk individuals.” 

Many of those whose cases will be 
dropped are not currently in jail. 

In addition, Mosby sent a letter to Gov. 
Larry Hogan urging him to free all 
inmates over age 60 in state prisons, 
See CRIMES, page 9 


Trump taps emergency powers 


By JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Confronting twin 
health and economic crises, President 
Donald Trump announced Wednesday 
that he will invoke emergency powers to 
marshal critical medical supplies against 
a coronavirus pandemic threatening to 
overwhelm hospitals and other treat- 
ment centers. 

The Senate acted on the economic 


front, approving legislation to guarantee 
sick leave to workers sickened by the 
disease. 

Trump described himself as a 
“wartime president” as virus cases 
surged and the markets fell, and he took 
a series of extraordinary steps to steady a 
battered nation, its day-to-day life fun- 
damentally altered. 

Most immediately, Trump said he 
would employ the Defense Production 
Act as needed, giving the government 
See TRUMP, page 8 
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E Boscov’s joins Macy’s and Nordstrom in 
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